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Abstract 

This paper examines newspaper coverage of significant events in the Civil 
Rights Movement in order to better understand differences in coverage between 

the North and the South. I compare quantity of reporting, inclusion of 
photographs, and editorial articles. I find no significant discrepancies in 
reporting between the North and the South, but I do find a difference in 

frequency of editorial articles written and what was said in those opinion pieces. 
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I. Introduction 

On May 3, 1963, law enforcement in Birmingham, Alabama directed police dogs and fire 

hoses on American citizens exercising their right to protest. Disturbing images from the 

Birmingham campaign made its way onto the front pages of major newspaper publications 

across the country, capturing the attention of an entire nation. Subscribers to The Birmingham 

News, however, did not see any photographs of protestors or police dogs on the front page of the 

news on May 4, 1963. There was no headline on the front page describing the inhumane tactics 

used to silence protestors. The story was on the inside pages—it was not deemed a front-page 

story. The Civil Rights confrontation in Birmingham happened just blocks away from the office 

of The Birmingham News. 

In the middle of the twentieth century, the United States underwent widespread political 

and social change in the form of the Civil Rights Movement. Social campaigns around the nation 

sought to end segregation and racial discrimination against African Americans. These events 

were widely covered by newspaper publications in both the North and the South, but the 

anecdote above highlights that coverage was not the same in different parts of the country. With 

the major role that the media played in changing public opinion on the Civil Rights Movement, it 

is worth understanding these differences in coverage. Did Northern newspapers cover the 

movement more than their Southern counterparts? What did Southern editorial articles have to 

say about the events? How might the nature of the coverage reveal the political agenda of 

newspaper editors? 

My research examines newspaper coverage of the civil rights movement between 1954 

and 1968. I compare newspaper coverage by geography, looking to draw comparisons between 

the “North” and the “South.” I define “North” in my research as the set of states the United 
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States Census Bureau labels the Northeast and the Midwest, while I define “South” as the states 

that the United States Census Bureau labels the South. I compare coverage in two primary ways: 

quantity of coverage and opinion. Quantity of coverage is measured by examining whether or not 

a newspaper reported on the event, if it was placed on the front page, and whether or not an 

editorial article was written on it. To discern differences in opinion, I closely read and compare 

select editorial articles. By better understanding newspaper coverage of the Civil Rights 

Movement, historians gain a clearer picture of the forces that shaped public opinion and 

galvanized a nation.   
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II. Literature Review 

Existing literature on the topic of newspaper coverage of the civil rights can be separated 

into academic literature and journalistic accounts. My review of academic literature focuses on 

two books, Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff’s The Race Beat and David Davies’ The Press and 

Race: Mississippi Journalists Confront the Movement, and two articles from the academic 

journal American Journalism. While Roberts and Klibanoff’s book The Race Beat was widely 

lauded as a significant accomplishment in historical academia, including winning the 2007 

Pulitzer Prize for History, both books present a rounded view on the opinions of scholars on the 

topic of newspaper coverage during the civil rights movement. The two articles I examine from 

American Journalism, the official publication of the American Journalism Historians 

Association, are David Wallace’s “Piercing the Paper Curtain: The Southern Editorial Response 

to National Civil Rights Coverage” and Laura Richardson Walton’s “In Their Own Backyard: 

Local Press Coverage of the Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner Murders.” 

Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff’s The Race Beat takes a comprehensive look into the 

role that newspaper media in the North and the South played in shaping the civil rights 

movement. Klibanoff begins his book with a review of Swedish sociologist Gunnar Myrdal’s 

prescient analysis of American race relations in his 1944 book An American Dilemma. Klibanoff 

writes that Myrdal “came to see the northern press—and the national press, such as it was—as 

the best hope for force-feeding the rest of the nation a diet so loaded with stories about the 

cruelty of racism that it would have to rise up in protest.”1 Indeed, the impact that the Northern 

press’s coverage of civil rights events in the South had on the movement cannot be understated. 

Increasingly vigilant reporting on provocative events like the Birmingham campaign, Mississippi 

                                                
1 Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff, The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and the Awakening of a 
Nation, (New York: Knopf, 2007), 5. 
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Freedom Summer, and the Selma marches are what galvanized public opinion towards sympathy 

for the civil rights movement. Before the civil rights movement gained traction, however, 

Northern newspaper publications had little interest in reporting on the race relations of the South. 

Klibanoff explains, “No major publication had a news bureau in the South. Even so thorough a 

paper as The New York Times wrote about anti-segregationist leaders almost entirely on the 

inside pages, when it reported on them at all.”2 My research examines the question of newspaper 

coverage during the civil rights movement. Did Northern newspapers cover civil rights events as 

much as Southern newspaper did? Did they cover it more? How did the quantity of coverage 

change over time? 

Most academic literature on press coverage of the civil rights movement focuses not on 

the quantity of coverage, however, but on how the press covered it--what was being said in the 

editorials and columns. In "Piercing the Paper Curtain," David Wallace does a close reading of 

the editorial sections of Southern newspapers, focusing exclusively on five Southern newspapers: 

Birmingham News, Jackson Daily News, Richmond News Leader, Montgomery Advertiser, and 

Charleston News and Courier. He concludes, "Local southern press served largely as an ally to 

segregationists and the campaign for massive resistance to integration."3 Wallace also delves into 

how the Southern press responded to increasingly active coverage of civil rights events by the 

Northern press. He explains, "Outside journalists and news organizations became the targets of 

segregationist backlash, including sustained editorial attacks from within the southern press 

aimed at their alleged integrationist anti-southern agendas, affiliations, and motives."4 The term 

"paper curtain" as used by the Southern press referred to the allegedly out-of-touch, biased 

                                                
2 Ibid., 10. 
3 David Wallace, “Piercing the Paper Curtain: The Southern Editorial Response to National Civil Rights Coverage,” 
American Journalism 33:4, 2016, 401.  
4 Ibid., 401.  
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reporting done by the Northern press. Laura Richardson Walton's article "In Their Own 

Backyard" tells a similar tale of pro-segregationist reporting by the Southern press. After 

reviewing the weekly Neshoba Democrat and daily Meridian Star's coverage of the Mississippi 

Freedom Summer murders, Walton argues, "These newspapers supported the supposition that 

[Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner’s] disappearance was part of a hoax staged by civil rights 

organizations to gain publicity for the movement."5 She charges these Southern publications with 

"using loaded wording in articles and headlines, omitting and failing to acknowledge available 

information, reporting the demagoguery of state’s politicians, and simply ignoring their own 

intuition" to support the segregationist side of the story.6 Finally, media historian David Davies 

would agree that Southern newspapers had a tendency to be pro-segregation.  In The Press and 

Race: Mississippi Journalists Confront the Movement, Davies writes on Mississippi's Clarion-

Ledger and Daily News, "The Columbia Journalism Review, looking back on the civil rights era 

in summer 1967, concluded that the Mississippi capital's two daily newspapers had performed 

terribly in covering the social upheaval of desegregation."7 He explains that evaluation by 

writing that "Both the Clarion-Ledger and the Daily News had justifiably earned such 

denunciation for unfailingly defending segregation in Mississippi's years of turmoil."8 Davies' 

findings confirm those of Wallace and Walton. 

Academics agree that Southern journalists were, for the most part, pro-segregation. 

However, Wallace, Walton, and Davies all select only a handful of local newspaper publications 

to make larger claims about the Southern press as a whole. What does a more holistic 

                                                
5 Laura Richardson Walton, “In Their Own Backyard: Local Press Coverage of the Chaney, Goodman, and 
Schwerner Murders,” American Journalism 23:3, 2006, 30. 
6 Ibid., 30. 
7 David Davies, The Press and Race: Mississippi Journalists Confront the Movement, (Jackson: University Press of 
Mississippi, 2001), 85. 
8 Ibid,. 85. 
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examination of newspaper coverage reveal? I structure my research by selecting newspapers 

from the largest cities in both the North and the South based on 1960 population. The resulting 

list of newspapers includes publications from large Southern cities not included in Wallace’s and 

Walton's analysis, including Atlanta and New Orleans. My research aims to answer many of the 

same questions Wallace and Walton delved into, and I will determine if their arguments 

concerning the bias and slant of Southern newspapers hold true in a different set of newspapers. 

Were all Southern newspapers allies to segregationists? Furthermore, what were Northern 

newspapers saying? Did they all necessarily condemn segregation?  

Journalistic accounts of newspaper coverage of the civil rights movement also provide 

insight into existing thought on the subject. On June 18, 2013, NPR published an article titled 

“How The Civil Rights Movement Was Covered In Birmingham,” in which the NPR reporter 

interviews Hank Klibanoff, co-author of The Race Beat. The article focuses on coverage of the 

Birmingham Campaign of 1963, specifically comparing Southern coverage by outlets like The 

Birmingham Post Herald and Birmingham News to that of Northern news outlets like The New 

York Times. Whereas The New York Times placed the jarring events of the Birmingham 

campaign--police dogs and fire hoses being used on protestors-- at the forefront of their 

coverage, Klibanoff explains that “the Birmingham Post Herald and the Birmingham News both 

committed to not putting those stories on page one.”9 Klibanoff continues on the topic of the 

Birmingham News, “that is a newspaper that was either afraid of the civil rights story or 

paralyzed by it. You had a temptation that they succumbed to, to put the news stories on the 

inside, the most dramatic stories about civil rights on the inside of the paper.”10 The absence of 

                                                
9 Audie Cornish, “How The Civil Rights Movement Was Covered In Birmingham,” NPR 18 June 2013. 
10 Ibid. 
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coverage by local newspapers on events that were making national and even international 

headlines, events that were happening on their doorsteps, is deeply surprising. 

To best answer these questions, I do both a distant reading and close reading of the 

newspaper publications surrounding civil rights events. The first portion of my research 

examines whether there was a significant difference in volume of coverage between Northern 

and Southern newspapers. I gather data on whether articles were written about specific civil 

rights events, where the article was placed in the paper, if a photograph was included, and if an 

editorial piece was written on the event. By conducting a more holistic, quantitative examination 

of press coverage, I hope to draw stronger conclusions on newspaper coverage of the civil rights 

movement. The data is drawn from eight newspapers in the North and eight newspapers in the 

South over ten significant civil rights events between 1954 and 1968. But to gain a more textured 

understanding of the differences in newspaper coverage between the North and South, I also 

conduct a close reading of the editorials to see if there was a significant difference in opinion 

between the two regions. Does the pro-segregationist slant claimed by existing literature hold 

true for newspapers beyond those examined by Wallace, Walton, and Davies? In fact, Klibanoff's 

The Race Beat already challenges the narrative of solidly pro-segregationist Southern editors. 

Klibanoff's book focuses heavily on the importance of a cadre of liberal southern editors. He 

writes, "While most of their colleagues would address the paramount issues of the time in calls 

for resistance, in faint whispers of support for civil rights, or in silence, these editors would write 

and speak with the proselytic power and majesty of the newly converted.” He continues, “They 

could be relied on to push for national unity, obeying federal law, and rising about 

regionalism.”11 Klibanoff does write that these liberal Southern editors were a rarity, but their 

                                                
11 Roberts and Klibanoff, The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and the Awakening of a Nation, 24. 
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existence nevertheless challenges the notion that Southern editors were completely pro-

segregation. These liberal southern editors and their editorial pieces, including The Atlanta 

Constitution's Ralph McGill and the Times-Picayune's Bill Minor, are included in my research. 

My research examines if other regional newspapers had their own "liberal southern editor," or if 

the pro-segregationist journalist was the norm as Wallace and Walton imply. I seek to understand 

if these incidents of poor coverage are one-off occasions, or if it was widespread and systemic in 

the South. By taking a quantitative approach, I hope to gain insight into patterns of coverage in 

both the North and the South.   
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III. Description of Data 

 A. Newspaper Images 

 The data used for my research was obtained by examining newspapers from a curated list 

of publications on dates following major Civil Rights Movement events. I selected eight 

newspapers from the North and eight from the South. I define “North” in my research as the set 

of states the United States Census Bureau labels the Northeast and the Midwest: Maine, New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 

Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. I define “South” in my research as the states that 

the United States Census Bureau labels the South: Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, 

Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas. In the rest of the thesis, “North” and “South” will be 

defined as such.   

 To select the newspapers, I obtained a list of the most populous cities in the North and 

South in 1960 based on data from the United States Census Bureau. I removed cities from the list 

that are in states already represented by a more populated city. For example, Pittsburg, 

Pennsylvania is the ninth most populous city in the North in 1960. However, the people of 

Pennsylvania are already represented by the city of Philadelphia, which is the third most 

populous city in the North at this time. In order to capture a more even representation of the 

North region, I removed cities from states that are already represented on the list to allow for 

other states to be included. After compiling a list of eight cities for both the North and the South, 

I found the names of the most prominent newspaper publication in each city. In the event that a 

publication’s historical newspapers were unavailable in the available research databases, I moved 
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down the list to the next largest city. Some publications that did not have historical newspapers 

accessible include the New York Post, the Houston Chronicle, and the Birmingham Post-Herald. 

The above curation process yielded the following list of newspapers. 

Northern Newspapers 

1. Chicago Tribune (Chicago, IL) 

2. The Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA) 

3. Detroit Free Press (Detroit, MI) 

4. The Plain Dealer (Cleveland, OH) 

5. St. Louis Post-Dispatch (St. Louis, MO) 

6. The Boston Globe (Boston, MA) 

7. The Minneapolis Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) 

8. The Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, IN) 

Southern Newspapers 

1. The Baltimore Sun (Maryland, MD) 

2. The Times-Picayune (New Orleans, LA) 

3. The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, GA) 

4. The Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY) 

5. Richmond Times-Dispatch (Richmond, VA) 

6. The Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, MS) 

7. Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

8. Greensboro Daily News (Greensboro, NC) 



 
 

12 

The map presented below shows the locations of the sixteen selected cities, denoted by 

the markers. The shading indicates the regions defined as “North” and “South.” Blue markers 

and shading are used for the North, while red markers and shading are used for the South.  

 

Figure 1 

After deciding on the list of newspapers, I selected ten significant events from the Civil 

Rights Movement to examine coverage from. These are all moments that are considered pivotal 

or historically important in the history of the movement. The newspapers I examine are from the 

dates immediately following the events. The events are the following: 

1. Brown v. Board Supreme Court decision (May 17, 1954) – On this date, the United States 

Supreme Court unanimously ruled against segregation in public schools. The decision 

drew upon the 14th amendment and declared that ‘separate education facilities are 

inherently unequal.’12  

                                                
12 Bruce J. Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, (Harlow: Pearson Educated Limited), 24.  
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2. Browder v. Gayle Supreme Court decision / Montgomery Bus Boycott ends (November 

13, 1956) – On this date, the Supreme Court ruled that bus segregation in Montgomery 

and the rest of Alabama was unconstitutional. The ruling went into effect in December 

1956, effectively ending the Montgomery bus boycott after 381 days of protest.13  

3. Little Rock Nine (September 24, 1957) – On this date, President Eisenhower sent federal 

troops from the 101st Airborne Division to escort black students to Little Rock Central 

High School, upholding the Supreme Court ruling in Brown v Board.14 The act comes 

after Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus deployed the Arkansas National Guard to support 

segregationists in fighting integration.  

4. Freedom Ride bus burning (May 14, 1961) – On this date, a mob of two hundred attacked 

and burned a Freedom Ride bus in Anniston, Alabama. The Freedom Riders were a group 

of activists that traveled through southern cities to test compliance with a court decision 

barring harassment in interstate travel.15 This date was chosen because it was the first 

instance in which violence erupted during the Freedom Ride.  

5. Birmingham Campaign (May 3, 1963) – On this date, local law enforcement in 

Birmingham, Alabama were ordered to use high-pressured hoses and police dogs on 

activists.16 This date was chosen because it is when the most jarring images of the 

campaign were captured and published in national newspapers.  

6. March on Washington (August 28, 1963) – On this date, 250,000 marchers from all over 

the country convened in Washington, D.C. to march for civil and economic rights for 

                                                
13 Mark Newman, The Civil Rights Movement, (Westport: Praeger Publishers), 58. 
14 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 37.  
15 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 64.  
16 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 83.  
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African Americans. The march was a monumental feat and a seminal moment in the Civil 

Rights Movement.17 

7. Civil Rights Act of 1964 (July 2, 1964) – On this date, President Lyndon Johnson signed 

into law a landmark civil rights bill that outlawed segregation in public places and job 

discrimination based on race, religion, sex, or national origin.18 The passage of the bill 

was one of the most significant victories in the Civil Rights Movement. 

8. Mississippi Freedom Summer (August 4, 1964) – On this date, the bodies of three slain 

civil rights activists were found in Mississippi. The activists were a part of a voter-

registration drive called Freedom Summer that sought to register local blacks and teach 

their children. The perpetrators of the violence were local Ku Klux Klan members and 

the story made national headlines.19  

9. Selma to Montgomery Marches (March 7, 1965) – Also known as Bloody Sunday, on 

this date activists from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference sought to march 

from Selma to Montgomery for voting rights but were met with extreme brutality from 

law enforcement. Described as “the most savage police riot of the civil rights era,” the 

Selma march caught the attention of the nation.20 

10. King Assassination (April 4, 1968) – On this date, civil rights leader Martin Luther King 

Jr. was assassinated by a white man in Memphis, Tennessee. This event shocked the 

world and the civil rights movement lost one of its most fearless leaders.  

                                                
17 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 90.  
18 Newman, The Civil Rights Movement, 93.  
19 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 106.  
20 Dierenfield, The Civil Rights Movement, 118.  
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The newspapers have been collected from three historical newspaper databases. 

Databases used were ProQuest Historical Newspapers, America’s Historical Newspapers, and 

Newspapers.com.  

B. Numerical Data 

The newspaper images were used to populate numerical datasets. There are four datasets: 

“Article Existence,” “Front Page Story,” “Photograph Inclusion,” and “Editorial Article.” Each 

dataset answers a different question. “Article Existence” answers the question of whether or not 

there was an article published covering the event within two days of the event occurring. The 

data for “Article Existence” is binary. I simply assign a value of “1” if the event was covered and 

a “0” if not. Seeing as there are sixteen newspapers and ten events, there will be a total for 160 

data points for each dataset. 

The dataset titled “Front Page Story” is another metric of measuring coverage. This 

dataset answers the question, “Was the germane article on the front page of that date’s 

publication?” Again, I will examine the newspaper within two days of the event occurring. If the 

germane article was included on the front page of that day’s publication, it will receive a value of 

“1” at that data point, and “0” otherwise. If there was no article published at all in the two dates 

following, that data point will be the empty set denoted by “—”. 

The third dataset is “Photograph Inclusion” and it pertains to the use of photographs in 

the article. Specifically, the dataset asks the question, “Was there a photograph published 

alongside the germane article?” Newspaper editors presumably made the conscious decision to 

include or omit photographs when publishing these articles. Were there images that certain 

regional newspapers were hesitant of publishing and receiving widespread attention? If the 
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article includes a photograph, I assign a score of “1”; if not, the data point receives a score of 

“0.” 

The fourth dataset is titled “Editorial Article” and captures whether or not the newspaper 

publication wrote an editorial piece on the event within three days of it occurring. To do this, I 

simply examine the editorial sections of the newspapers in the three days after the event. If an 

editorial piece was written relating to the event, I input a score of “1.” If not, that data point 

receives a score of “0.” 
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IV. Findings 

For formatting reasons, each dataset is presented as two tables. The first table (shown here) 

captures the data for the first five events while the second table has the remaining five. “N/A” 

indicates that the particular historical newspaper is not available in the databases I worked with.  

A. Article Existence 

  Brown v. 
Board (1954) 

Browder v. 
Gayle / 
Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
(1956) 

Little Rock 
Nine (1957) 

Freedom 
Rides (1961) 

Birmingham 
Campaign 
(1963) 
 

Northern Newspapers  
 Chicago Tribune  1 1 1 1 1 
 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 1 1 1 
 Detroit Free Press 1 1 1 1 1 
 The Plain Dealer 

(Cleveland, OH) 
1 N/A 1 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 1 1 1 
 The Boston Globe 1 1 1 1 1 
 Minneapolis Tribune 1 1 1 1 1 
 The Indianapolis Star 1 1 1 1 1 
       
Southern Newspapers  
 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 1 1 
 The Times-Picayune 

(New Orleans, LA) 
1 1 1 1 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 1 1 1 1 
 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 1 1 1 
       

 



 
 

18 

 

 

  March on 
Washington 
(1963) 

Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 

Freedom 
Summer 
(1964) 

Selma to 
Montgomery 
Marches 
(1965) 

King 
Assassinatio
n (1968) 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 1 1 1 1 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 1 1 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 1 1 1 N/A 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 1 1 1 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 1 1 1 1 

       

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 1 1 1 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 1 1 1 
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As illustrated in the tables above, every single selected newspaper in both the North and 

the South succeeded in writing a relevant article on the Civil Rights Movement events within 

two days of the event occurring. Keep in mind that this set of data only captures “Article 

Existence.” It does not indicate where in the newspaper the article was located (front page or 

inside), and what was said about the event. Article existence is the bare minimum of coverage, 

and it seems that both Northern and Southern newspapers succeeded in writing an article to 

cover the events. It is well known that as the Civil Rights Movement gained traction and national 

attention, the Northern press became increasingly vigilant of civil rights events in the South-- 

they never missed a beat. That being said, the most interesting part of the dataset shown above is 

how early on Northern newspapers were actively covering civil rights events in the South. The 

Brown v. Board (1954) event was understandably covered by publications around the nation as it 

was a nation-wide, Supreme Court Decision, but it is impressive that early Civil Rights events 

like the Freedom Ride bus burning were so thoroughly covered by Northern newspapers. The 

event happened in Anniston, Alabama—the Deep South. So by 1961, Northern newspapers were 

already attentively watching civil rights activity in the South.  

Similarly, Southern newspapers succeeded in actively covering the early events of the 

Civil Rights Movement. As events like the Little Rock Nine and the Freedom Ride bus burning 

unfolded in the South, neighboring Southern states were careful to report on the events. As the 

data illustrates, all Southern newspapers wrote an article on each event within two days of it 

occurring. Indeed, it seems that the whole nation was watching the early stirrings of the 

movement in the South.  
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B. Front Page Story 

  Brown v. 
Board (1954) 

Browder v. 
Gayle / 
Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
(1956) 

Little Rock 
Nine (1957) 

Freedom 
Rides (1961) 

Birmingham 
Campaign 
(1963) 
 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 1 1 1 1 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 0 1 1 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 0 1 0 1 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 N/A 1 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 0 1 0 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 0 1 0 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 0 1 1 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 0 1 1 1 

       

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 1 1 1 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 1 1 1 
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  March on 
Washington 
(1963) 

Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 

Freedom 
Summer 

Selma to 
Montgomery 
Marches 
(1965) 

King 
Assassinatio
n (1968) 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 1 1 1 1 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 1 1 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 1 1 1 N/A 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 1 1 1 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 1 1 1 1 

       

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 1 1 1 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 1 1 1 
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The dataset on “Front Page Story” tells a slightly more interesting story than that of 

“Article Existence.” For the Browder v. Gayle (1956) decision and the Freedom Rides, we see 

some variation. As mentioned in the literature review, journalistic scholar Hank Klibanoff 

describes the Birmingham press as a “newspaper that was either afraid of the civil rights story or 

paralyzed by it.”21 However, the dataset above indicates otherwise about Southern newspapers. 

In terms of covering Civil Rights events and placing them as front page stories, Southern 

newspapers did a definitively better job than Northern newspapers early on in the movement. 

Both Brown v. Board (1954) and the Little Rock Nine (1957) were high-profile, national events 

thoroughly covered by both the North and the South. However, note the data regarding the 

Browder v. Gayle (1956) decision and the Freedom Ride (1961). Eight out of eight newspapers 

in the South placed the Montgomery Bus Boycott decision on their front pages, while only one 

out of seven newspapers in the North decided to make it a front-page story. Eight out of eight 

newspapers in the South made the violent bus burning of the Freedom Ride a front-page story, 

while only five out of eight newspapers in the North put the story on their front pages. The data 

here is clear: Southern newspapers more often put early civil rights events on the front page of 

their publication. At the time of Browder v. Gayle (1956), the civil rights story was worth 

covering for Northern newspapers, as evidenced by the “Article Existence” dataset, but was not 

quite front-page material yet. In 1961 with the Freedom Ride, there is a higher percentage of 

Northern newspapers putting the story on the front-page, but the civil rights story still not 

definitive front-page material as it became later in the movement.  

One reason that Southern newspapers may have been more likely to place stories on their 

front pages than Northern newspapers is geographic proximity to the event. Most of the Civil 

                                                
21 Audie Cornish, “How The Civil Rights Movement Was Covered In Birmingham,” NPR 18 June 2013. 
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Rights Movement, and therefore most of the events selected in this research, was located in the 

South. This may partially explain the discrepancy in coverage between North and South for those 

early events. However, a quick examination of the later events in the movement demonstrates 

that this explanation no longer applies later in the movement. In the second half of the events, the 

dataset between the North and the South looks exactly the same: every major civil rights event 

was placed on the front pages of all the publications. Starting with the Birmingham Campaign 

(1963), newspapers in both regions of the United States vigilantly covered the movement and 

placed these events as front page stories. By 1963, the Civil Rights Movement had reached front-

page, national importance. Both Northern and Southern newspapers were thorough. 

These findings contradict the existing literature and the implications of Klibanoff’s 

statement. When Klibanoff described the Birmingham press as a “newspaper that was either 

afraid of the civil rights story or paralyzed by it,” the story he was specifically referring to was 

the violent acts of the Birmingham campaign. Based on my data, however, every single Southern 

newspaper selected placed the story of the Birmingham campaign on their front pages. Southern 

newspapers seem to have had no problem placing these incendiary events on the front page of 

their daily publications. They did not shy away from reporting on these controversial, even 

violent news stories. Though the Birmingham Post Herald failed to place the story on its front 

page, the majority of Southern newspapers were not afraid of the story.  
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C. Photograph Inclusion 

  Brown v. 
Board 
(1954) 

Browder v. 
Gayle / 
Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
(1956) 

Little Rock 
Nine (1957) 

Freedom 
Rides (1961) 

Birmingham 
Campaign 
(1963) 
 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 0 0 0 0 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 0 0 1 0 1 

 Detroit Free Press 0 0 1 0 1 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 N/A 1 0 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 N/A 1 1 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 0 1 0 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 0 0 1 0 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 0 0 0 0 1 

 Number of papers that 
included photographs: 

4 out of 8 0 out of 6 6 out of 8 1 out of 8 7 out of 8 

 Percentage Included: 50% 0% 75% 12.5% 87.5% 

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 0 0 1 0 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

0 0 1 0 0 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 0 1 0 0 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 0 1 0 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 0 1 0 0 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 0 1 0 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 0 1 1 0 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 0 0 1 0 1 

 Number of papers that 
include photographs: 

4 out of 8 1 out of 8 8 out of 8 0 out of 8 5 out of 8 

 Percentage Included: 50% 12.5% 100% 0% 62.5% 
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  March on 
Washington 
(1963) 

Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 

Freedom 
Summer 

Selma to 
Montgomery 
Marches 
(1965) 

King 
Assassinatio
n (1968) 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 0 0 1 1 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 0 1 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 0 0 1 N/A 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 1 0 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 0 0 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 1 1 1 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 0 0 1 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 1 0 0 1 

 Number of papers that 
include photographs: 

8 out of 8 5 out of 8 1 out of 8 6 out of 8 7 out of 7 

 Percentage published: 100% 62.5% 12.5% 75% 100% 

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 0 1 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

0 1 1 0 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 0 0 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 0 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

0 1 1 1 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 0 0 0 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 0 1 1 

 Number of papers that 
include photographs: 

6 out of 8 6 out of 8 3 out of 8 6 out of 8 8 out of 8 

 Percentage published: 75% 75% 37.5% 75% 100% 

 



 
 

26 

 The data for “Photograph Inclusion” is much more varied compared to the previous 

datasets. In order to get a holistic view of the data, I did a simple division calculation to 

determine what percent of Northern and Southern newspapers included photographs in the 

articles. For example, four out of eight Northern newspapers wrote editorial pieces on the Brown 

v. Board (1954) decision, yielding a percentage of 50%. These percentages are highlighted on 

the table in yellow. Comparing these percentage values between North and South provide a more 

complete understanding of photograph inclusion in these articles. 

 The reason I decided to create this dataset is the idea that some newspapers may have 

been hesitant to publish certain photographs, especially those that may have reflected poorly on 

the side of the Civil Rights Movement they supported. For example, if a particular newspaper 

was pro-segregationist, the editors may think twice about publishing images from the 

Birmingham Campaign of police dogs being used on protestors. Incendiary images like that 

might sway readers in a way that editors did not want. 

 However, the data I gathered indicates that there was no significant difference between 

Northern and Southern newspapers in terms of including photographs in their reporting. Out of 

the ten events covered, three of them (Brown v. Board (1954), Selma march (1965), and King 

Assassination (1968)) have the exact same percentage. Northern newspapers have higher 

percentages on three events, while Southern newspapers have a higher percentage on four events. 

Even where there is a difference in percentage of newspapers that included photographs, the 

difference is very small. Events that had a high likelihood of having a photograph published, like 

the Little Rock Nine, had high percentages for both North and South: 75% in the North and 

100% in the South. Events that had a low likelihood like Freedom Summer had low percentages 
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for both North and South: 12.5% in the North and 37.5% in the South. The percentage 

differences are too small to make inferences and draw conclusions.  

 Specific events that I hypothesized might have a higher difference in percentage were the 

Birmingham campaign and the Selma to Montgomery march. Based on the existing literature on 

newspaper coverage, Southern newspapers had a pro-segregationist leaning. A pro-segregationist 

editor may be hesitant publishing photographs of police violence towards protestors, as it may 

cause some readers to sympathize with the protest movement. The data suggests that my initial 

hypotheses were incorrect. 62.5%, of Southern newspapers published photos for the Birmingham 

campaign, compared to 87.5% of Northern newspapers, which is not a substantial difference. On 

the day after the cruelty of Bloody Sunday in Selma, both Northern and Southern newspapers 

included photos in their articles at a rate of 75%. In terms of including photographs in their 

reporting of the Civil Rights Movement, North and South were quite similar. 
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D. Editorial Article 

  Brown v. 
Board 
(1954) 

Browder v. 
Gayle / 
Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
(1956) 

Little Rock 
Nine (1957) 

Freedom 
Rides (1961) 

Birmingham 
Campaign 
(1963) 
 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  1 0 1 0 0 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 1 0 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 0 1 0 1 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 N/A 1 0 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 1 0 0 

 The Boston Globe 1 0 1 0 0 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 1 1 0 0 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 0 1 0 0 

 Number of papers 
with editorial article: 

8 out of 8 3 out of 7 8 out of 8 0 out of 8 3 out of 8 

 Percentage Published: 100% 42.9% 100% 0% 37.5% 

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 0 0 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

1 0 1 0 0 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 0 1 0 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 0 1 1 0 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 0 1 0 0 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

1 0 1 0 0 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 0 1 0 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 0 1 0 0 

 Number of papers 
with editorial article: 

8 out of 8 1 out of 8 8 out of 8 1 out of 8 2 out of 8 

 Percentage Published: 100% 12.5% 100% 12.5% 25% 
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  March on 
Washington 
(1963) 

Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 

Freedom 
Summer 

Selma to 
Montgomery 
Marches 
(1965) 

King 
Assassinatio
n (1968) 

Northern Newspapers  

 Chicago Tribune  0 1 0 1 1 

 Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 1 1 1 

 Detroit Free Press 1 1 0 1 N/A 

 The Plain Dealer 
(Cleveland, OH) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Boston Globe 1 1 1 1 1 

 Minneapolis Tribune 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Indianapolis Star 1 0 0 0 1 

 Number of papers 
with editorial article: 

7 out of 8 7 out of 8 5 out of 8 7 out of 8 7 out of 7 

 Percentage published: 87.5% 87.5% 62.5% 87.5% 100% 

Southern Newspapers  

 The Baltimore Sun 1 1 1 1 1 

 The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans, LA) 

1 0 1 0 1 

 The Atlanta 
Constitution 

1 1 1 1 1 

 The Courier-Journal 
(Louisville, KY) 

1 1 1 1 1 

 Richmond Times-
Dispatch 

1 0 0 0 1 

 The Clarion-Ledger 
(Jackson, MI) 

0 0 0 0 1 

 Montgomery Advertiser 1 0 0 1 1 

 Greensboro Daily News 1 1 0 0 1 

 Number of papers 
with editorial article: 

7 out of 8 4 out of 8 4 out of 8 4 out of 8 8 out of 8 

 Percentage published: 87.5% 50% 50% 50% 100% 
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Like the data for “Photograph Inclusion,” the data for “Editorial Article” is mixed. 

Certain events like the Little Rock Nine (1957) and the King Assassination (1968) were 

commented on by all editorial sections, North and South. Other events were only commented on 

by certain publications. 

In general, however, Northern newspapers were more likely to write an opinion piece 

following a Civil Rights Movement event than Southern newspapers. Again, I did a division 

calculation to determine the percentage of newspapers in the North and South that published an 

editorial piece. I also generated a line graph to assist in visualizing how the percentages changed 

over time. Out of the ten events I selected, Northern newspapers had an equal or greater 

percentage of editorial pieces published than Southern newspapers in nine of the events. One can 

see from the graph that the blue line representing Northern newspapers is above the red line for 

most of the time period. The only event where the Southern newspapers had a higher percentage 

than Northern newspapers was the Freedom Ride bus burning (1961) due to Louisville’s The 

Courier-Journal writing an editorial on the event.  In aggregate, then, Northern newspapers 

wrote opinion pieces following Civil Rights events more frequently than Southern newspapers. 

 

*I have “Early” and “Late” on certain years because certain events happened on the same year. 
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This finding has two potential implications: Northern newspapers were overly eager to 

comment on Civil Rights events, or that Southern newspapers were unwilling or hesitant to 

comment on these events. Perhaps both are happening simultaneously at certain points in the 

movement, but a close examination of the individual events illustrate that it was more the latter 

than the former. After the Browder v. Gayle decision, 42.9% of Northern newspapers wrote 

editorial pieces compared to only 12.5% of Southern newspapers. The Browder v. Gayle decision 

was a Supreme Court ruling banning bus segregation and came about as a result of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott. In this instance, it can be argued that Northern newspaper editors may 

have been over eager in commenting on the early Civil Rights Movement. The dispute arose as a 

local issue in Montgomery, but the Philadelphia Inquirer wrote an editorial piece on the decision 

and titled it “Another Blow at Race Bigotry,” extrapolating the ruling in terms of the greater 

Civil Rights Movement. In this example, it can be argued that it was not that Southern editors 

were reluctant to write editorial pieces, but rather that Northern editors were overanxious to write 

them.  

For most of the other events, however, it seems that Southern editors were unwilling or 

hesitant to publish editorial pieces on controversial but nevertheless important Civil Rights 

events. For example, when the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed into law by President 

Johnson, only 50% of Southern newspapers wrote an editorial article on it while 87.5% of 

Northern newspapers wrote an editorial article. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a watershed 

moment in not just the Civil Rights Movement, but in American history. It is not surprising that 

nearly all Northern newspapers published a piece on it, but it is interesting that only 50% of 

Southern newspapers decided to write on it. This seems to indicate that Southern editors were not 

quite as excited about the passage of the bill or were unsure how to comment on it. If an editor of 
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a Southern newspaper were sympathetic to the segregationist side, he may have been unwilling 

to comment on such a significant Civil Rights Movement victory.  

Furthermore, Bloody Sunday during the Selma to Montgomery marches in 1965 was an 

extremely dynamic moment in the Civil Rights Movement. Tensions between protestors and 

local law enforcement erupted into horrific scenes of brutality. 87.5% of Northern newspapers 

wrote an editorial piece within the three days following the event. However, only 50% of 

Southern newspaper editors decided to comment on it. Although the Civil Rights Movement is 

littered with examples of police brutality, the events of Bloody Sunday were uncharacteristically 

violent, hence the name. Thus, it is strange and even unnerving that only 50% of Southern 

editors decided to write editorials on such a glaringly important issue. Four out of the eight 

Southern newspapers failed to publish an editorial piece on the issue, and one of those four was 

Mississippi’s The Clarion-Ledger, a state that borders Alabama. It seems now that Klibanoff’s 

description of the Birmingham News as “a newspaper that was either afraid of the civil rights 

story or paralyzed by it” might be applied to some other Southern newspapers as well.  

In comparing coverage, the takeaway from this dataset seems to contradict the conclusion 

in the “Front Page Story” dataset that Southern editors had no qualms reporting on controversial 

Civil Rights Events. It is to be noted, however, that reporting an event and choosing to write an 

opinion piece on it are two very different things. When the two datasets are viewed in 

combination, it seems that Southern newspapers did a better job than Northern newspapers of 

reporting the events of the Civil Rights Movement on their front pages, but Northern newspapers 

more frequently published editorial pieces commenting on Civil Rights events. 
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E. Editorial Pieces (Close Reading) 

In addition to the datasets gathered above, I selected a number of editorial pieces 

to read closely and interpret. Conclusions from these close readings, in tandem with the holistic 

view given by the dataset, provide a more complete picture of newspaper coverage of the Civil 

Rights movement. First, I chose to compare the North’s Chicago Tribune and the South’s 

Baltimore Sun across two events: Brown v. Board (1954) and the Selma March (1965). After 

that, I chose to compare the North’s Plain Dealer, the Upper South’s Louisville Courier-Journal, 

and the Deep South’s Montgomery Advertiser across two events: Little Rock Nine (1957) and the 

March on Washington (1963). Selecting newspapers from both the Upper South and the Deep 

South allow me to compare differences in opinion within the South itself.  

 In its editorial piece written after the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board (1954), 

the Chicago Tribune was definitively supportive. The editor wrote “Both the decision and the 

method of enforcing it are to be commended.” He ended the editorial piece by commenting that 

the idea that state governments must grant all men equal opportunities is not a novel one, but 

instead one that could have been borrowed from Thomas Jefferson himself. The Chicago 

Tribune’s praise of the decision was clearly high. On the other hand, the Baltimore Sun’s 

editorial piece on the event had a different tone. The article did not explicitly commend the 

decision; rather, it reflected on the effect it will have on Southern states and urged those in the 

South to respect federal law. Though the article professed that the Supreme Court is “right in its 

statement that segregation…does put the brand of inferiority upon Negro pupils in the schools,” 

the focus of the piece was on how the decision will affect the South. The editor wrote, “[that] the 

decision will be painful to many Marylanders no one can deny. The pain felt in our community 

will be bitter anguish in some of the states to the south of us.” While the tone of the Chicago 
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Tribune editorial was hopeful and positive, the tone of the Baltimore Sun editorial can best be 

described as apprehensive and anxious of the future. The Tribune saw the decision as an 

ideological victory, even alluding to Jefferson, but the Baltimore Sun was more concerned with 

the realistic impact the decision will have on life in the South, especially the social turmoil it 

might cause. Given the historical context of these two locations, their respective reactions make 

sense. Though segregation still plagued all parts of the United States in 1954, it was undeniably 

more prevalent in the South. Residents of Chicago would not see the impact of desegregation on 

the scale that those in the South would. With this in mind, the editor of The Baltimore Sun was 

understandably nervous about the future of the South.  

 In response to Bloody Sunday in Selma (1965), the Chicago Tribune and The Baltimore 

Sun had a much more similar tone this time. The Chicago Tribune harshly criticized the wanton 

violence, writing that the images “brought us…a sharp sense of shame and outrage that public 

officials in the United States should so abuse their powers.” The Tribune defends the motives of 

the protestors, writing that their “central grievance is their systematic and deliberate exclusion 

from voting, as is their right and, indeed, their duty as American citizens.” The Chicago Tribune 

supported the protestors and criticized the violence of local law enforcement. Similarly, The 

Baltimore Sun condemned the events of Selma, writing that “there was little of the reasonable in 

view in the clash at Selma.” The editor of The Baltimore Sun would agree with the Tribune that 

Alabama should simply allow African-Americans to vote, writing that “[so] long as they are 

blocked from the exercise of this right by the delaying and obstructing tactics of local 

officialdom, the Negroes will have a just grievance and will have the support of citizens in other 

states.” In this instance, a Northern and a Southern newspaper are in complete agreement over a 

Civil Rights Movement event.  
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 In response to President Eisenhower’s use of troops at Little Rock Nine (1957), 

Cleveland’s The Plain Dealer and Montgomery’s Montgomery Advertiser had starkly different 

reactions. The editorial in The Plain Dealer praised President Eisenhower’s use of force to 

federalize the Arkansas National Guard. The editor, sympathetic to the federal government, 

defends the use of federal power by writing that it was “defiant and violent action, that brought 

order to quell rioting against federal authority.” On the other hand, the Montgomery Advertiser, 

in an editorial piece titled “Occupied Arkansas,” called the act a “headlong act of aggression 

against a state.” The editor goes on to comment on “the unwisdom of exercising the power.” 

Here we see drastically different opinions on the deployment of troops in Arkansas. While the 

Northern newspaper praises the use of federal force to halt mob unrest and enforce the law of the 

land, the Southern newspaper sees the act as an infringement on state authority. Note that 

Montgomery, Alabama is in the Deep South, and Alabama is a state that has been historically 

vocal about states’ rights. For the sake of comparison, I also examined the opinion of an editorial 

piece in the Upper South on this same issue. In contrast to the Montgomery Advertiser, 

Louisville’s Courier-Journal praised the actions of the President and the federal government in 

its editorial piece. The editor of the Courier-Journal wrote that Eisenhower’s actions were “a 

proper match for the sense of national humiliation and outrage that followed the mob scenes in 

Little Rock.” Interestingly, we see here a divide in opinion between Upper South and Deep 

South. States in the Deep South have historically been wary of strong federal authority. The 

opinions of these three editorial pieces seem to align with that belief.  

 Cleveland’s The Plain Dealer and the Montgomery Advertiser hold different opinions 

once again in response to the March on Washington (1963). The Plain Dealer praised the civil 

rights protestors, writing “This was the ultimate in civil rights demonstrations and no one in the 
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nation’s capital…can have failed to get the message of appeal.” The editorial piece was titled, 

“Well Done, Freedom Marchers.” Taking on a completely different tone, the Montgomery 

Advertiser titles its editorial piece on the march, “Negative Achievement.” The editor of the 

paper wrote that because “there was no disorder,” it was a “negative achievement.” He goes on 

to write, however, that “[the] damage has already been done by licentious demonstrations before 

and to come.” We see a huge discrepancy in opinion between a Northern newspaper and a 

Southern one. While The Plain Dealer unabashedly praises the efforts of the marchers, the 

Montgomery Advertiser diminishes its impact and highlights faults in the Civil Rights 

Movement. Again, I examine Louisville’s Courier-Journal to see if there is a difference in 

opinion between Upper and Deep South. As it turns out, Louisville’s Courier-Journal wrote 

about the protestors in an extremely positive manner. The editor wrote, “the petitioners…came 

200,000 strong and marched with dignity, but without servility; with fervor, but without 

arrogance; with restraint, but without fear.” Praise can hardly be greater than that. The tone of 

the Courier-Journal is quite similar to that of the North’s Cleveland Plain Dealer. Like the 

responses to the Little Rock Nine (1957), departures in opinion seem to come not between the 

North and the South as a whole, but between the Deep South and the rest of the country.  

 Based on this sample of editorial pieces, it seems that editorial coverage of the Civil 

Rights Movement varied to some extent between the North and the South. While Northern 

papers like The Chicago Tribune praised the ideological victory of Brown v. Board (1954), 

Southern papers like The Baltimore Sun were more concerned with the immediate impact on 

daily life. Furthermore, differences in editorial opinion within the South itself were oftentimes 

quite apparent: the Upper South’s Louisville Courier-Journal had starkly different views than 

the Deep South’s Montgomery Advertiser. The opinion of the Upper South newspaper was very 
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similar to those of the North, while the Deep South newspaper generally resisted the actions of 

the Civil Rights Movement. These findings add some nuance to the existing literature that labels 

most Southern journalists as being pro-segregationist. The South is a large geographic region, 

however, and opinions differed vastly within it. Indeed, journalists from the Deep South tended 

to be pro-segregationist, as evidenced by the editor of The Montgomery Advertiser. At the same 

time, there were many journalists in the Upper South that had views closer to those of Northern 

journalists. Further research comparing newspaper coverage between the Upper South and Deep 

South might yield some very interesting results.  
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V. Conclusion 

 My research yields a number of interesting discoveries concerning newspaper coverage 

of the Civil Rights Movement. First and foremost, both Northern and Southern newspapers did 

an excellent job of reporting on the movement. In fact, Southern newspapers had a slightly 

higher frequency of putting events on the front page of its publication, especially early on in the 

movement. In terms of photograph inclusion, however, there was no significant difference 

between North and South. Finally, Northern newspapers were more likely to write editorial 

pieces on the events than Southern newspapers. North and South unsurprisingly differed in 

opinion in those editorial pieces, but interestingly there was also a significant difference in 

opinion between Upper South and Deep South.  
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